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To the Chairman and Members of the Baldock Urban District Council 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

By direction of Ministry Circular 1/62 I submit a report on the 
health of your district for the year 1961. 

Following the census of May 1961, there can be noticed a 
considerable fall in the estimated local population, 

For the year the local birth rate of 19.3 swings to a figure well 
above that for England and Wales (17.4). By reason of a younger than 
average local population the death rate (8.1) is again well below the 
national rate (12.0); application of the local factor supplied by the 
Registrar General produces a 'standardised' death rate of 10.6, 

The local stillbirth and infant mortality rate for the year are less 
favourable than the national rates, probably partly due to chance from 
the small numbers in each category. 


There was no serious local occurrence of infectious disease during 


the year. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
V.R. WALKER 
District Medical Officer of Health 
May, 1962. 
SECTION A 


LOCAL STATISTICS 
CL seeCCGe we Gwe wus sre «as cea eee ces 542 acres 
Population - Registrar General's Estimate for mid-1961 ... «e+ 6,700 
Number of separately rated hereditaments at 31st March, 1962 ... 2,512 


Number of separate dwellings (included in above figure) at 
41st March, 1962 «e006 ece eee eon ese eee coe eee Lego 


Rateable Value at lst April, 1962. ee ere — tae eee £82,822 


Estimated sum represented by a Penny Rate we. seo «cee cer £360 
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EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


LIVE BIRTHS 
Totals Male Female 


Legitimate 121 69 52 
Illegitimate 8 L hs 


Rate per 1,000 population «+. 


Illegitimate Live Births per cent 
total live births aoe eee 


STILL BIRTHS 


Totals Male Female 
Legitimate 3 al 2 
Illegitimate a - a 
L a 3 


Rate per 1,000 totals 
(live and still) Births sew 


TOTAL LIVE ¢: STILL BIRTHS 
Total ale 


255 7h oh, 


—s- 


Female 


DEATHS 
Total Male 


5. 35 85) 


Female 


Rate per 1,000 population ... 


INFANT DEATHS 


Total Male Female 
Under 1 week 4 5 1 
At 1-4 weeks - ~ - 
At  - 52weeks - - — 

eee 


i 3 1 


Infant Mortality Rates 
Total infant deaths per 1,000 


total live births cee eve 
Legitimate infant deaths per 
1,000 legitimate live births.. 
Illegitimate infant deaths per 
1,000 llcgitimate live births 


Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 


. weeks per 1,000 total live births) 


Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate 
(deaths under 1 weeks per 1,000 
total live births) .s. «ee 


Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths 


and deaths under 1 week combined 


per 1,000 total live and still births) 
Maternal Mortality (including abortion) 


Number of deaths ee oinie 


Rate per 1,000 total live and still 


births cee ace 


eee 


(3) 


BALDOCK 
URBAN 
DISTRICT 
eos eee BS 
6.2% 
eee ece 50 6 
oe ene oil 
eee coe cs 
24..8 
125.0 
eee coe i es 
pea as 
60.2 
, one... 
eee cae 0,0 


Comparable Rate 
for England and 


_ Wales 


17.4 


16.1 


21.4 


15.5 


0.33 


| oldaorhgmod< 
Laalant rot: 


se} { 


the FS 


€é.0 


At se Bot Enr rer tee gery) 


MOOGTAR , 
MEST 
ToiMtard 


Eee | 
2 eee see 


OLE hoc Te 


OnE’ 


Comment on Population Changes. The estimated local population shows this 


year a marked fall of 420 persons. Live births (129) were 29 more than 


for 1960 while deaths (54) were 5 below the figure for 1960. 


SECTION B GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES 


No important change occurred during the year. 


SECTION C SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA 
1. Water Supply. This is provided by the Ice Valley Water Company and 


an 


“4 


routine sampling has been satisfactory throughout the year, Direct 
piped supply is provided to all premises in the district. 
Sewerage & Sewage Disposal 


No change. 
Rivers & Streams 
No change. 
Closet Accommodation 


All premises but three are served with a water carriage system. 
The three dwellings not connected to the Public soil sewers are served 
by cesspools or septic tanks. 


Public Cleansing 


Although constant development is taking place, it has been possible 
to maintain a weekly collection from all premises in the district. 


Swimming Pool (privately owned) 


The pool is of 100,000 gallons capacity with a turn over every 12 
hours; the water is passed through pressure filters, chlorinated and 
aerated, The pool which is only open during the summer months is used 
by factory employees and organised school classes. Samples taken weekly 
show the water to be satisfactory at all times with sufficient free 
chlorine to destroy bacteria introduced into the water, 


Rodent Control 


Normal rodent control work has continued and only minor infestations 
were found and treated, All the Council's undertakings received regular 
attention and it may be said that due to the compactness of the district 
little goes by unnoticed, 


Sanitary Inspections of the Area (other than Dwellinghouses and Food 
Premises 
a) Number of inspections carried out under the Factories Act a2 
(b) Number of inspections carricd out undcr the Petroleum Acts 8 
(c) Number of inspections carried out in connection with drainage 

and sewerage 23 
(a) Number of inspections carried out in connection with water 

supply and sampling 2 
(e) Miscellaneous inspections 12 
(£) Number of nuisances investigated and dealt with 2] 
(g) Number of investigations regarding infectious diseases 3 
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9. Factories & Workplaces 


Routine inspections were made of 12 of the 34 factories and 
only minor contraventions were found and dealt with. 


10, Clean Air Act, 1956 


Observations were regularly carried out on all boiler house 
chimeys during the year but little smoke nuisances were detected. 
Of the three plants, two use oil and the other coke. 


SECTION D HOUS ING 


On the 31st December, 1961, the number of applications on 
the Council's waiting list for accommodation was 160, which is a 
decrease of 23 when compared with the previous year's total of '!83, 


During 1961, 57 applications were registered, 65 applicants 
re-housed and 15 applications cancelled. 


The development of the Anchor Field Housing Estate with the 
erection of 54 houses for sale to sitting tenants and persons on the 
housing list was completed during the year. Two bungalows for aged 
persons were also completed during the year, 


Negotiations are still being made with the County Council for the 
acquisition of 60 acres of land east of the Urban District boundary 
for housing purposes, 


During the year 1 closing order was made by the Council and the 
tenant re-housed in Council accommodation. 


The number of private dwellings provided by new construction 
during the year was 2. 


Four applications were received for the Standard Grant for 
Improvements and these were approved, 


Caravans 
The total number of vans in the district at the end of 1961 was 48. 
Of this number all are on sites which have received or do not require 


planning consent, 


Inspection of Dwellin 


ouses during the year 


(1)Number of dwellinghouses inspected under the Housing and 
Public Health Acts 9 


(2)Number of dwellinghouses found to be unfit for human 
habit ation t 


(3)Number of diwvellinghouses in which defects were remedied 
by owners ¢ 


(4)Number of dwellinghouses the subject of Closing or 


Demolition Orders at 
(5)Number of filthy or verminous houses a 
SECTION E INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD 


(1)There were no special Clean Food Campaigns but food shops and 
food preparing premises were regularly inspected and the 
opportunity taken to give advice on the clean handling of food 
to the personnel concerned, The Food Hygiene Regulations were 
brought to the notice of all occupants and in a number of cases 
informal action taken to bring the premises up to a satisfactory 
standard, 
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(2) The type of food premises are as follows:- 


Butchers 5; cafes, restaurants, snack bars, 7; 
confectioners, 6; dairies, 1; fish shops, 3; 
greengrocers and fruiterers 4; grocers and 
provision merchants, 4.3 bakehouses, 2; canteens, 2. 


(3) Premises registered under Section 16 of the Food and Drugs 
4ct, 1955, sale and storage of ice-cream 23 (no ice cream 
is manufactured in the district); manufacture of meat 
products, 1. 

(4) There are no slaughterhouses in the district. 


(5) No food poisoning instances were reported in the year. 


(6) There is only one dairy and this is under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food. 


UNSOUND FOOD 


During the year, the following amounts of unsound food were 
surrendered for condemnation: - 


Tinned Fish 12) Tins 
Tinned Fruit 110 Tins 
Tinned Vegetables 3 Tins 
Tinned Meats 27 Ling 
Tinned Milk, Cream 

and Milk Products 3, Tins 
Tinned Preserves 3 Tins 
Tinned Ham 2g) lb, 22 07: 
Bacon BE Lien 2 ‘OZ. 


SECTION F 


INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES 


Se) 


PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER 


For the year 1961 totals of acute infectious diseases notified 
were (after correction): Measles 28, Acute pneumonia 2), Whooping 
Cough, 7, Scarlet Fever 2 and #rysipcelas 1. 


The Pneumonia cases fell mainly in the first quarter of the year 
as an accompaniment of Asiatic Influenza prevalence and were chiefly in 
the middle aged and elderly; deaths from such cause number 4 males and 
1 female. 


Apart from pneumonia other notifications are seen to have been few 
and unimportant. 


TiUNISAT ION 


The availability for the whole year of 'threec-in-one' TRIPLE 
antigen - against diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus — has lead to 
steadily increased acceptance by parents. Similarly the offer early 
in the summer to children of primary school age of a fourth protective 
dose of Salk vaccine against poliomyelitis had an acceptance rate over 
seventy-five per cent, occasioning considerable extra work for the staffs 
of both health department and primary schools. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New Cases and Deaths during the year, 1961 
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Comment: Notifications are seen to be few, although above the very low 
figure for 1960. In addition transfers to the local register from 
other areas numbered 5 respiratory cases. 


No single death from tuberculosis was credited to the district 
for the year, 


VR. WALKER 


District Medical Officer of Health 


May, 1962. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1949 


Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 
the Urban District of Baldock for the year 1961 __ 


PART 1 of the Act 


1. INSPECTIONS for the purposes of provisions os to health, 


i a ae nan nn 
Number | Number of 
| i: ee en 


Register | Inspections Written | Occupiers 
Notices |Prosecuted 
{ 


(1) Factories in which 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, & 6 
are enforced by Local 
Authority eer eseerecvece 

(2) Factories not included 
in (1) which S,7 is 
enforced by Local 
Authority e@eeeeneanveneeeee2e@ 

(3) Other premises in which 
S.7 is enforced by the 


Local Authority , | - = = = 
aa | 


Total ... 33 bias | 
ee DN CUR ee ere an Cem 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found. 


Se a Looe eeeeeenpellleeaiaieememnieeadnnimeneencineineenemmendionnatend naeniaemeelitiannetnenemmmnnenmenetitiiemmnamal wiaiiaemnntttinemeemeniaanaettanieemeanenmmemnnantentmatian nae 


{ 

! { 

;} Number of cases in which Number of cases | 

defects were found | in which prosecur ¢ 
tions were 


Mme iso. ts 
Referred | 

Remed- | to H.M.i By HM, 
ied Inspec-! Inspec-; 
tor tor | 


Se a a co a eS 
aa 
| 


" 


| 
| 
ae 


instituted 


| 
| 
} 
H 
Want of cleanliness (S.1) 
Overecrowding (S.2) ..... | 
Unreasonable temperature 
ea. | 
Inadequate ventilation | 
(S 1) | 
Inneffective drainage or | 
DEMOS 19.6) aniccccccce 
Sanitary conveniences | 
(S.7) | 
b) Unsuitable or | 
GSTSGCAVE poscececes 
(c) Not separate | 
FOr SEXES cecccecces 
Other offences against | 
MPT EON eitavinceabayere 


te) Insufficient 


Total ... | Nil Nad, |) Na | 
eS ae eta da ee safe Ae ee 
PART VIII OF THE ACT 
Outwork-Sections 110 and 111 V.R. WALKER 
Number of out-workers NIL District Medical Officer of Health 
May, 1962. 
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